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• #SaveNilesLibrary 
• AFSCME Union of Niles-Maine District Library staff: Letter To Our 

Editor: Is Goal Of Niles-Maine Library Trustees To Let The Library 
Die? 

• DEMOLISHING PUBLIC LIBRARIES FROM THE INSIDE: NILES PUBLIC 
LIBRARY IS A WARNING  

Lincolnwood Library is also under fire. The library 
successfully fought a book challenge at a 
contentious board meeting last November. 
Candidates for this election include an extremist slate 
who advocate for limiting access to LGBTQUI+ books. 
Local 1274 has endorsed the Freedom to Read slate.  
• Freedom to Read Lincolnwood 
• Candidate Questionnaire Responses 
• Protect Lincolnwood Library 
• Lincolnwood Public Library declines to remove books with 

LGBTQ content from children's collection 

Municipal races might seem less important than state 
and federal elections, but the results directly affect 
our day-to-day life. Especially as educators. Vote for 
people committed to providing high quality, safe 
spaces for our students and communities. 

If you live in the Local 1274 area, please see pages 
two and three for candidate information on some of 
the Local 1274 school board and public library races. 
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Municipal Election Issue 

Dark money organizations are targeting public 
schools and public libraries throughout Illinois. It is 
important to make careful, informed choices in the 
April 4th election. These extremist groups conduct 
training seminars on how to run for board elections 
and how to get books banned from libraries. They 
seek to discredit public institutions and impose their 
harmful views on our communities. Among other 
things, they advocate banning of LGBTQUI-inclusive 
books from school and public libraries and are 
against diversity, equity, and SEL initiatives. 

Public libraries are especially vulnerable, as 
exemplified by the harm done to the award-winning 
Niles-Maine Public Library after the April 2021 election. 
Low voter turnout resulted in the election of extremist 
trustees who reduced services and cut staffing. It is 
time to vote them out! Local 1274 has endorsed the 
Reclaim our Library slate. 
• Reclaim our Library 

Resources to Inform Voters 

School board elections are coming up: 
Research before you vote! 

DARK MONEY ORGS ON THE GROUND IN 
SCHOOL BOARD RACES IN ILLINOIS 

https://www.ilfps.org/dark_money_orgs_school_board
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/reclaim-our-library-slate-candidates-for-niles-maine-district-board-announced/?fbclid=IwAR2NKnHwnimaiQMhIgsgt9iLXI2Nrj5811MbLza3mDJJoH9wVeL3cSo1gqg
https://www.ilfps.org/schoolboardelections
https://www.ilfps.org/schoolboardelections
https://www.ilfps.org/dark_money_orgs_school_board
https://www.ilfps.org/dark_money_orgs_school_board
https://www.nilescoalition.org/savenileslibrary/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/letter-to-our-editor-is-goal-of-niles-maine-library-trustees-to-let-the-library-die/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/letter-to-our-editor-is-goal-of-niles-maine-library-trustees-to-let-the-library-die/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/letter-to-our-editor-is-goal-of-niles-maine-library-trustees-to-let-the-library-die/
https://bookriot.com/niles-public-library/
https://bookriot.com/niles-public-library/
https://www.freedomtoreadlincolnwood.com/?fbclid=IwAR39WEYHMPRslMIfiRBzfLSTSCYlrbx7kaTOENRx5uOyt8E0choWQGUg9OA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wAFavuHRvWyJusLpsSMVYPF14AWJow4A3d3Ke-Xv9GE/edit?usp=sharing
https://protectourlibrary.com/
https://abc7chicago.com/lincolnwood-library-childrens-books-il-news/12504956/
https://abc7chicago.com/lincolnwood-library-childrens-books-il-news/12504956/
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Northfield 
Teachers Association, D31 (3 open seats) 
Maria J Vasilopoulos (incumbent) 
Northbrook Patch Questionnaire 

Meghan McMillin 
Northbrook Patch Questionnaire 

Noah A. Frank 
Northbrook Patch Questionnaire 

Elizabeth Kim 
Northbrook Patch Questionnaire 

Nicholas G. Parfitt 
Northbrook Patch Questionnaire 

 
Support Staff Council, D64 (4 open seats) 
Meet the Park Ridge-Niles School District 64 board candidates 

Candidates for Park Ridge-Niles District 64 school board answer 
questions, including on $13 million overage 

Monika Penksa Rossi 
Matthew Doubleday 
Carolina Y. Sales (incumbent) 
Rachel Georgakis 
Monica Milligan 
Bryan Mercado 
Francine D'Amico 
Denise Pearl (incumbent) 

 
Fairview Teachers Association, D72 (4 open seats) 
Kasey Stewart 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Gretchen Wening 
FTA Video Interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Alejandro Magana 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Ross Sawyers 
FTA Video interview 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Christine Sojka 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 

Rafael Cavour 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 

Estera Tomuta 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 
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Saji Philip 
FTA Video interview 
FTA Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Niles Council of Teachers and Support Staff, D71  
(3 open seats) 
Victoria Pichla Luz (incumbent) 
Recommended by Niles Council of Teachers and Support Staff 

Kenny Krueger (incumbent) 
Recommended by Niles Council of Teachers and Support Staff 

Joe Kuffel (incumbent) 
Recommended by Niles Council of Teachers and Support Staff 

Jo Ann K. Girel 
Mete Hachim 
Katarzyna Szymelfenig 

 
East Prairie Council, D73 (1 open seat) 
Tracy Lande 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Frank Santoro (incumbent) 
Nina Johnson (incumbent) 

 
Skokie 73.5 Support Staff Council (4 open seats) 
All four candidates are recommended by Skokie Schools Equity 
Collaborative 

Louis Mercer (incumbent) 
LaTasha Nelson (incumbent) 
Bushra Amiwala (incumbent) 
Kelli Nelson (incumbent) 

 
Niles Township Federation of Teachers and Support 
Staff, D219 (4 open seats) 
Board of Education 2023 Candidate Forum 

Niles D219 High School students question board candidates on 
priorities 

Amber Wood 
Endorsed by NTFTSS (NSTU Candidate Questionnaire) 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
D219 Equity Candidate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Mateo Farzaneh (incumbent) 
Endorsed by NTFTSS (NSTU Candidate Questionnaire) 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 
IFT member 

Kennya 'Ken' Durr 
Endorsed by NTFTSS (NSTU Candidate Questionnaire) 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
D219 Equity Candidate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

(Continued on the next page) 

https://patch.com/illinois/northbrook/maria-vasilopoulos-candidate-west-northfield-school-district-31
https://patch.com/illinois/northbrook/meghan-mcmillin-candidate-west-northfield-school-district-31
https://patch.com/illinois/northbrook/noah-frank-candidate-west-northfield-school-district-31
https://patch.com/illinois/northbrook/elizabeth-kim-candidate-west-northfield-school-district-31
https://patch.com/illinois/northbrook/nick-parfitt-candidate-west-northfield-school-district-31
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UZTKpzSE75Gohns7MiiVG1ziM1dXk87u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18BAm1JgpatysOlyq3-7t7Qyff4IZN6wR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18BAm1JgpatysOlyq3-7t7Qyff4IZN6wR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KR6oT64-t1HF3nnyhYaj9rZ9Jz6psyLD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iw2YuOpNZ_XXC_TayXfB3nhH987mL9t0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gp-Ai8fnJiqPEHFcmxFhs7BUjC-LNdnb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSC60MqFRGDGf2eOJ8NZZnzSBVcypKQI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GWJ6JDNMZQCmMGj_OCrIsCnndnisbA1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1guw-aKhiSYW4j-S58fM-kPUaiZLhHvx7/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VryubtRz1xMBaNQSO-_aDKXf6Prbv0ue/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6wQpJEm_tZjbClG7MQ6ogH92OE73cq_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yb7XDBsB720FPcVvj4MU6lzlgKqJAFuo/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N2FiEV2MsyE6n2apmK7_o8Q45jcHTTz5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Uu5BMUxLmRktSd3Mi-fj_xqLAr4xW3z4/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pSpEX7FOZOTHSvDNoEh0y9G6Yw-tG6fM/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Cjdx2D9ySC012S5jEBBlxDIngstn8kC/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zc9OKddkXp7WQrPjO2TxItngpWmMaqGh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wfsPzw90OPYfHcMowrbBx6khBVznxQhZ/view?usp=share_link
https://d219tv.niles-hs.k12.il.us/index.php/extwidget/preview/partner_id/102/uiconf_id/23449095/entry_id/0_34zull6f/embed/dynamic?fbclid=IwAR29r8N45Ey0sZISVwxK2uQnse_7Uvx-jpe7L6dtXZYI6pj5_mIqFAgoPvM
https://news.yahoo.com/niles-d219-high-school-students-221600263.html
https://news.yahoo.com/niles-d219-high-school-students-221600263.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R6Osye2aOHLXWeHqyPbKcLSZz-r_7tGf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VSI29k3TxxW6Mkw7EEaP7Kx7-NocLzKI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B4Jj29CR-_nRJhnKT7ChnnyklfNXsLbb/view?usp=sharing
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Celia Stennett 
Endorsed by NTFTSS (NSTU Candidate Questionnaire) 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
D219 Equity Candidate 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 
NSTU member 

Ramsen Sheeno 
Sidney Stein 
David Y. Ko (Incumbent. NSTU Candidate Questionnaire) 

 
Evanston/Skokie School District 65 
D65 Board Candidates LGBTQ+ Parents Forum 

Omar Salem (NSTU member and IFT Professional Issue Director) 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Endorsed by Chicago Federation of Labor 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Mya Wilkins 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Sergio Hernandez 
Endorsed by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Ndona Muboyayi 
John Matthew Martin 

 
Niles-Maine District Library 
Becky Keane 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Reclaim Our Library slate 
Endorsed by Chicago Federation of Labor 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Umair Qadeer 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Reclaim Our Library slate 
Endorsed by Chicago Federation of Labor 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Roberto Botello 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Reclaim Our Library slate 
Endorsed by Chicago Federation of Labor 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

Jason Trunco 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Reclaim Our Library slate 
Endorsed by Chicago Federation of Labor 

Mike Movido 
Recommended by Skokie Schools Equity Collaborative 

 
Lincolnwood Public Library  
Candidate Questionnaire Responses 

Sheri Doniger 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Freedom to Read Lincolnwood Slate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 

Deborah Silver 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Freedom to Read Lincolnwood Slate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 

Cassie Creswell and Caroline Bilicki from Illinois Families for Public Schools 
came to the NSTU Exec Board meeting to discuss their work supporting 
pro-public education school board candidates for elections this spring.

Georgia Talaganis 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Freedom to Read Lincolnwood Slate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 

Mary Silber 
Endorsed by NSTU Local 1274 
Freedom to Read Lincolnwood Slate 
Endorsed by Niles Township Democrats United 

 
Skokie Public Library 
All four candidates are recommended by Skokie Schools Equity 
Collaborative 

Dino Marinovic  
Gene Griffin  
Michelle Julaton Mallari 
Mary Pietrucha 

Peggy Couch PSRP Memorial Scholarship Application
Email the application by by 4 PM, May 9, 2023 to  

couchscholarship@gmail.com.

https://www.ilfps.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEwCCAecmP6sKc5RQ4MID_00JjKuKcZQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.freedomtoreadlincolnwood.com/?fbclid=IwAR39WEYHMPRslMIfiRBzfLSTSCYlrbx7kaTOENRx5uOyt8E0choWQGUg9OA
https://www.freedomtoreadlincolnwood.com/?fbclid=IwAR39WEYHMPRslMIfiRBzfLSTSCYlrbx7kaTOENRx5uOyt8E0choWQGUg9OA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lTVktdHOvQ2CgSZo0iAplzxl1G3j21PX/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Efw3e6mSagaSw7-h2QEAZ84FZBRkYzaH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103501587271935467664&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://www.apple.com
https://www.omarsalem.org/?fbclid=IwAR19oExHEEEN2UM5m-9s5mSf3tpPRv5MYpMI_ORe65MVI10Fl8E26N8wHYM
https://chicagolabor.org/wp-content/uploads/S2023_Runoff_EndorsementList_v3.pdf
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/reclaim-our-library-slate-candidates-for-niles-maine-district-board-announced/?fbclid=IwAR2NKnHwnimaiQMhIgsgt9iLXI2Nrj5811MbLza3mDJJoH9wVeL3cSo1gqg
https://chicagolabor.org/wp-content/uploads/S2023_Runoff_EndorsementList_v3.pdf
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/reclaim-our-library-slate-candidates-for-niles-maine-district-board-announced/?fbclid=IwAR2NKnHwnimaiQMhIgsgt9iLXI2Nrj5811MbLza3mDJJoH9wVeL3cSo1gqg
https://chicagolabor.org/wp-content/uploads/S2023_Runoff_EndorsementList_v3.pdf
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/reclaim-our-library-slate-candidates-for-niles-maine-district-board-announced/?fbclid=IwAR2NKnHwnimaiQMhIgsgt9iLXI2Nrj5811MbLza3mDJJoH9wVeL3cSo1gqg
https://chicagolabor.org/wp-content/uploads/S2023_Runoff_EndorsementList_v3.pdf
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/reclaim-our-library-slate-candidates-for-niles-maine-district-board-announced/?fbclid=IwAR2NKnHwnimaiQMhIgsgt9iLXI2Nrj5811MbLza3mDJJoH9wVeL3cSo1gqg
https://chicagolabor.org/wp-content/uploads/S2023_Runoff_EndorsementList_v3.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wAFavuHRvWyJusLpsSMVYPF14AWJow4A3d3Ke-Xv9GE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.freedomtoreadlincolnwood.com/?fbclid=IwAR39WEYHMPRslMIfiRBzfLSTSCYlrbx7kaTOENRx5uOyt8E0choWQGUg9OA
https://www.freedomtoreadlincolnwood.com/?fbclid=IwAR39WEYHMPRslMIfiRBzfLSTSCYlrbx7kaTOENRx5uOyt8E0choWQGUg9OA
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Message from the President 
This newsletter is dedicated to informing our members 
about the importance of the April 4 municipal 
election. The next few weeks are critical to our 
schools, communities, and families. Municipal 
elections like those on April 4 are often low turnout 
elections despite the fact that school, library, park 
district, and village/city boards and councils have a 
tremendous impact on all who live in a given 
community. Please stay informed about your local 
elections and vote for the right candidates this spring. 
Also please engage your family, friends, and 
neighbors to encourage them to vote for candidates 
who support public education, working families, and 
labor rights. Take a moment to learn more about the 
candidates in the key races around our local to be 
sure that you are as informed as possible. 

Also, the NSTU has proudly endorsed Brandon 
Johnson for the Chicago mayoral runoff election that 
ends on Tuesday, April 4. Over 25% of NSTU members 
live in Chicago, and whether you live in Chicago or 
not, we should all do what we can to help support his 
inspirational campaign that is built around supporting 
public schools, working families, and improving the 
city of Chicago. Here are other ways that you can 
support Brandon's campaign. 

Bradon is a middle school history teacher who serves 
on the IFT executive board and has been a Cook 
County Board Commissioner since being elected in 
2018. Brandon and his campaign have truly built a 
broad, multiracial, multigenerational political 
movement that has been driven by grassroots 
activists. Brandon earned a spot in the mayoral runoff 
largely because of his campaign’s ground game 
based on hundreds of volunteers knocking on 
thousands of doors across the city. Brandon is an 
inspiring and dynamic leader who has centered his 
campaign on a message of hope, unity, and 
economic and racial justice. Elections matter to our 
students, schools, and families. Let’s all do whatever 
we can to engage and get our families, friends, and 
neighbors to vote for pro public schools candidates. 

In solidarity, 
Pankaj Sharma 

NSTU Local 1274 Proudly Endorses 
Brandon Johnson for Chicago Mayor

https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://twitter.com/NSTU1274
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084928028937
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084928028937
https://www.nstu.org/

